
Padre Parents 
January 7, 2016 

 
Present: Lisa Morgan, Murial Lin, Heidi Short, Molly McRae, Kimberly Whittaker, 
Alison Bockus, Rick Lopez, Jeff the Counselor, Melissa Kendrick, Susan 
Abrahams, Pamela Campione, Barbara Zanger Zuniga 
 
 
Principal’s Message – Mr. Lopez:  Just started a new semester. Most of our courses here at 
CHS are ‘year-long’ courses, so this is just a mid-way point towards the entire year. Now we are 
doing the blended health class for the AP HUG wheel. They are determining whether this is the 
right course for CHS to continue on; Rick wants to do this for two years and then evaluate. 
Computer Science class went away; students and counselors agreed that it was not real effective, 
because kid’s computer skills are already so sophisticated, so we were wasting their time. Still 
have a Tech requirement for graduation, Computer Science Principals, and it provides a deeper 
tech experience.  More “behind the curtain” tech, like programming, etc. The teachers have been 
trained on a better delivery method to make it a valuable course. 
 
There is some talk about being able to fulfill the health requirement on line. The problem is, 
CHS feels there is a ton of value to the face-time component that is delivered in the classroom. 
Here at CHS, we have detailed some specific health concerns – difficult subject matter – that is 
hard for the students to digest over an online course. They will re-evaluate in a couple years to 
see if it’s working.  An online option may be available to a student who needs a health ‘recovery’ 
credit, due to graduation requirements. A recovery credit is for a student who has failed a class. 
In that case, a student has received ‘exposure’ to the material, but has not demonstrated 
competence. Preference is to retake the failed class, but there are times when that is not do-able, 
so CHS can substitute a recovery credit via Cyber High to make up a credit.  Cyber High provides 
accredited classes for our students.  A-G group of courses that are approved as transferrable to 
the UC and CSU systems. There are times when we may use Cyber High to raise a GPA, when a 
student hasn’t necessarily failed a course, but hasn’t done well. 
 
Current topics/conversations at CHS. NGSS – Next Generation Science Standards. NGSS 
is a new national change to the required science curriculum, which changes the focus to be less 
on physics and chemistry and more on engineering and earth and space science. This is a 3-year 
federally recommended sequence of science content that will result in a new test. However, the 
State of Ca. and CHS only have a 2-year requirement, so we are having the conversation about 
whether to increase this requirement. Now that we have fully transitioned to Common Core in 
Math and English, we are focused on NGSS. The first test is Spring 2018 for 11th graders; so we 
need to teach kids to the new expectations. Our Science Dept. has been getting up to speed on 
the new content and will be phasing it in beginning with next year’s Freshman Class. At the next 
CUSD Board meeting (Jan 13) the department will update the Board on their progress.  One 
thing they will propose is implementing an NGSS Life course as a mandatory standard 
Freshman course, (not honors or AP)  which will be like the 7th Grade Science and 8th Grade 
Science already mandated at CMS. Our teachers are excited about this change and is focused on 
teaching a rigorous challenging course to all students, and does not believe it will hurt the real 
high achieving students who would normally take Honors/ AP courses.  
 



Finally, students will be busy the last week of January and first week of February finalizing their 
courses for next academic year.  
 
From last meeting: 
 
(We give the students an opportunity to choose electives and give them an idea of what the opportunities 
are available. Whether they should be taking more rigorous college prep courses or not. Teachers have 
the conversation with the students, also have an AP night where we give parents the overview of what 
the courses demand. We want parents and students to learn to manage the stress of the additional 
course load, without overwhelming them. We try to give a good perspective of what the kids are getting 
in to. We set our schedule in February for the following year ~ so we resist the students changing too 
much once August rolls around, because our teachers schedule are set and we don’t have much flexibility 
after that. Teachers will help students with recommendations about what levels of classes they take. 
Parents will also have the opportunity to review this and make changes if they like. ) 
 
Superbowl Raffle ~ Patricia Hunt –  
Total for Raffle: $90,281 
Groups that sold (17)  
Biggest sellers were Scholarships, Music Boosters, Sober Grad 
Padre Parents will get $9500; plus an additional $9000 after expenses are paid 
 
Class of 2016 has gotten $24K extra for scholarships this year, which is huge! All scholarships 
are listed on Naviance. Applications are online. Last year, $180K in local scholarships were 
awarded to our students. 
 
Patricia will be in the classroom doing a 3rd naviance workshop for Freshmen; this is where kids 
take personality evaluations and try to determine what their life-careers may look like. Then 
counselors will be coming in and helping the students continue to determine career (3rd week of 
Jan) 
 
FASA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) workshop – Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 5:30 
in the Library being held for Seniors and parents to make sure that it’s being done correctly. 
This will help students with student aid, scholarships, work-study programs, etc.  
 
Just for attending, CHS offers an additional $1000 scholarship for filing FASA.   
 
Budget – Molly McCrae ~ Did not present due to time 
 
Next Meeting ~ February 4, 2016 
 


